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Racial Construction, Identity, Blackness and Voice, and Narrative in America
Science, government, and culture have raised all ideas pertaining to the emergence of race in America. Initially, the American land was inhabited by Native Americans, but with the arrival of the Spanish, French, and English, conflicts emerged as these foreigners sought to establish settlements in America. By the 1600s, the English colonists had developed a system of indentured servitude comprising both Africans and Europeans (UnderstandingRace, 2012). During Bacon's rebellion, the white and black servants formed a rebellion against the affluent planters from Virginia. By then, the Africans had been reduced to permanent slaves in the European colonies. In the 1700s, the English colonists in the United States formed a rebellion against their own. Racism has become a prevalent problem almost in every part of the globe, and therefore this topic is essential in understanding the roots of racism. Africans or people of color have been the most victims of racism, and this topic helps to understand how this started.   
As the colonists fought for independence against the British, they frequently denied Africans freedom and rights. Thomas Jefferson, an owner of slaves in Virginia, was one of the individuals who promoted the idea of racism that recognized whites as superior and Africans as inferior. I agree with the ideas of Smedley Audrey and Brian Smedley that, “the ideas of Jefferson about racism influenced many professionals, including scientists, who began to develop theories about race” (Smedley& Smedley, 2005) Johann Blumenbach, a German scientist, introduced a science-based classification of human beings that created a framework for the analysis of race and racial differences. By the 19th century, the debate about race was focused on two theories; one theory that posited that distinct races represented distinct species, while the other held that humans were a single species and race was a replica of the variation of human species, a notion that matched the Biblical teachings.
Anthropological as well as historical perspectives are used to explain the concept of racial construction. Anthropologist's perception of culture is that it is external, acquired, and transferrable to others. According to Smedley Audrey and Brian Smedley, “human beings are born without any inclination to a unique culture, language, or traits of culture” (Smedley& Smedley, 2005).Smedley& Smedley’s statements highlights that people can learn cultural traits and thus ethnic traits are transferrable from other people. For example, the rampant adoption of western culture likes dress code. People also learn new languages, and they can migrate to other ethnic groups and form part of that ethnicity. Historians also argue that race was a term coined to refer to North American populations, like the Europeans, Indians, and Africans. The race formed a new ideology for structuring the society, whereby Africans formed were demoted to non-human status. 
The intellectual development of the Africana studies can be explained in 4 stages. The first stage dates back to the 1890sand lasted the whole of the Second World War (Harris Jr, 2004). During this time, there was an emergence of several organizations to document and analyze African history and culture. An example of these organizations was the Bethel Literary and Historical Association of Washington that supported lectures on topics like the Zulus and Egyptian and modern issues facing African Americans. Another organization was Philadelphia's American Negro Historical Society, and all these institutions focused on preserving and publicizing the African legacy. The second stage focused on a study involving Black Americans by Gunnar Myrdal. As World War II mushroomed, the population of black Americans in the US became significant, and such ethnic contact resulted in conflicts and assimilation. After World War II, programs for African studies were developed to explore African history, politics, as well as culture. The third stage was associated with institutionalization and legitimization. During this stage, there was a perspective shift from Eurocentrism to Afrocentrism. Many white scholars published information about Africans. The fourth stage involved theoretical refinement and a complicated analysis as well as interpretation of the African culture. This stage also involved the inclusion of African studies in faculties. 
In summation, the issue of racism, especially against African people, has persisted globally, and therefore this topic is imperative since it explains the history of racism. Historically, Africans were viewed as unintelligent people who had no major significant contributions to the world, and therefore the European colonists demoted the status of the African people. Studies have also been conducted to explain the intelligence evolution of African intelligence. However, more study needs to be done to explain the intelligence variation, especially among the African racial group compared to the other racial groups, such as the whites. 
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